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Namibia was proud to serve as President of the UN General Assembly during the Millennium 
Summit in New York in 2000. The Summit was a landmark occasion that brought together an 
unprecedented number of nations to form a global consensus on the challenges facing humanity 
and, more importantly, on what needs to be done to overcome these challenges. The resulting 
Millennium Declaration, subsequently signed by all UN member states including Namibia, 
says: ñWe will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and 
dehumanising conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently 
subjected. We are committed to making the right to development a reality for everyone and to 
freeing the entire human race from want.ò

The ýnalisation of this ýrst report on Namibiaôs national progress towards the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) coincides with the launch of the countryôs long-term Vision 2030, 
which will guide us towards a future of Prosperity, Harmony, Peace and Political Stability. The 
MDGs form a critical part of our nationôs efforts to monitor progress towards the realisation of 
this Vision. This report shows that since our Independence in 1990 we have made many great 
achievements; for instance, in providing education and healthcare, water and sanitation, and 
managing our economic and natural resources. However, the most important acheivement, the 
liberation of our people, is not easily captured in data and numbers. The value of freedom is hard 
to measure. For all Namibians, freedom is priceless.

Nonetheless, many challenges remain in the ýght against poverty, hunger and inequality, and 
above all, in combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic. As this report fully documents, the single 
greatest challenge in meeting the MDGs in Namibia is to win the war against poverty and HIV/
AIDS. The report explains that while Namibia may be classiýed as a middle-income country, it is 
faced with great disparities inherited from more than a century of colonial rule. Our Vision 2030 
and the Millennium Declaration are built on the spirit of partnership. I call on all Namibians and 
our neighbours and partners around the world to rally behind our Vision, build on our freedom and 
make our dream of a prosperous Namibia tomorrow come true.

Theo-Ben Gurirab
Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Namibia

Foreword
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Preface

This is the ýrst progress report on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for Namibia. The 
report recapitulates human development and poverty reduction as the overall development goals 
for the country. During the launch of the Millennium Declaration, the Government of the Republic 
of Namibia was not just one of the signatories among the 147 governments present; our Prime 
Minister, Theo-Ben Gurirab, also oversaw, as President of the UN General Assembly, the drafting 
of the Millennium Declaration. His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Namibia, Sam 
Nujoma, was co-chairing the Millennium Summit with the President of Finland. This was a great 
privilege for Namibia.

This report sets out the national progress in achieving the eight MDGs based on national 
targets tailored to Namibiaôs development circumstances. It reþects our commitment to working 
towards achieving all the goals in order to eliminate world poverty, and to cooperating with 
other governments and international institutions as part of a broader global campaign. The 
report highlights the progress made and the challenges faced in meeting the MDGs, which 
are directly linked to our Vision 2030. These results will feed into the review of the Second 
National Development Plan and the National Poverty Reduction Strategy, which are the strategic 
instruments that will take us towards further progress in achieving the objectives of Vision 2030 
and the Millenium Declaration. 

The ýndings of the report give ground for both concern and optimism. Much progress has been 
made, for instance, in providing access to healthcare, education and other basic needs, as well 
as promoting sustainable development. However, the escalating HIV/AIDS epidemic threatens 
to set back years of progress and undo many of our achievements since Independence. If we 
are to make continued progress towards the MDGs, we must succeed in turning the tide against 
HIV/AIDS. It is our hope and conviction that with determination and hard work, political and social 
stability, and institutional good governance prevailing in Namibia since Independence in 1990, we 
can continue to build a prosperous and peaceful future for all Namibians.

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge with thanks the support from government ministries, civil 
society organisations, UN agencies and other development partners throughout the preparation 
of this report and especially during the consultative workshop held in Swakopmund in February 
2004. 

Immanuel Ngatjizeko
Director General
National Planning Commision 
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Namibia is proud to have played a key role in 
the formulation of the Millennium Declaration, 
with the President and Prime Minister as co-
chair of the Millennium Summit and President 
of the General Assembly, respectively. The 
Millennium Declaration, which has been 
adopted by all UN member states, sets out 
within a single framework the key challenges 
facing humanity; it outlines a response to 
these challenges, and establishes concrete 
measures for assessing performance through 
a set of interrelated goals on development, 
governance, peace, security and human 
rights. The eight Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) are to:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower 
women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 
diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for 
development.

Each of the goals is associated with a series 
of time-bound targets and a number of 
indicators to assist the systematic monitoring 
of global and national progress made against 
the Millennium Declaration. The Declaration 
also deýnes the roles and responsibilities of 
key actors: namely, national governments to 
achieve the goals and targets; international 

organisations to marshal their resources and 
expertise in the most strategic and efýcient 
way; and citizens, civil society organisations 
and the private sector to rally behind global 
and national campaigns towards achieving 
the MDGs.

The Government of the Republic of Namibia 
is implementing the Millennium Declaration 
and systematically monitoring the MDGs 
within the context of national and sectoral 
development frameworks. The MDG 
campaign forms part of the national process 
of strengthening policies that can mobilise all 
Namibians and the international community 
behind the grand Vision for the year 2030, 
through which Namibia will enjoy ñProsperity, 
Harmony, Peace and Political Stabilityò.

This report is organised into eight chapters, one 
for each of the MDGs. Each chapter reviews 
the status and trends in terms of progress, the 
main challenges and opportunities in reaching 
the goal, and the supportive environment, as 
well as outlining priorities for development 
partners. From the global framework of the 
Millennium Declaration, national targets and 
indicators have been developed to ensure 
that the MDGs are ýrmly rooted in the national 
development milestones of Vision 2030 
and the objectives of the Second National 
Development Plan (NDPII).

While the report does advocate certain 
changes in policies, it does not make elaborate 
policy recommendations. This is done in the 
context of other ongoing national processes, 
such as the National Poverty Reduction 
Action Plan (NPRAP) and NDPII. The MDG 
report serves as a foundation for continued 
debate on the challenges and opportunities in 
realising Vision 2030.  

Introduction
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Status at a Glance

Note: The table provides a quick overview of progress on selected targets for each of the eight MDGs. The data is grouped to represent the closest 
year to 1992, 2003 and the medium-term targets for 2006. The last column assesses progress against the medium-term target. Good means that 
if the rate of progress seen since the early 1990s continues then the target will be met. Slow means that progress since the early 1990s has been 
positive but is not strong enough to reach the 2006 target. Worsening means that the situation has deteriorated since the early 1990s. 

* A new Household Income and Expenditure Survey will be ýnalised in 2004 which will update the income poverty ýgures.

 

GOAL 1992 2003
2006
target

Progress
towards target

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Proportion of households living in relative poverty 38 % - 28 % Lack of data*

Proportion of households living in extreme poverty 9 % - 4 % Lack of data*

2. Achieve universal primary education

Net primary school enrolment 89 % 92 % 95 % Good

Survival rate for Grade 5 75 % 94 % 95 % Good

Literacy rate, 15-24 years 89 % 89 % 94 % Slow

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

Primary education (girls per 100 boys) 102 100 100 Good

Secondary education (girls per 100 boys) 124 113 100 Good

Tertiary education (girls per 100 boys) 162 111 100 Good

Proportion of seats held by women in National Assembly 9 % 19 % 30 % Slow

4. Reduce child mortality

Infant mortality (per 1000 live births) 67 52 36 Slow

Under-ýve mortality rate (per 1000 live births) 87 71 54 Slow

Proportion of one-year-old children immunised against measles 63 % 72 % 80 % Good

Underweight among children under ýve 26 % 24 % 17 % Slow

5. Improve maternal health
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Proportion of births attended by trained health personnel 68 % 75 % 88 % Good

Contraceptive prevalence rate 21 % 37 % 50 % Good

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

HIV prevalence among 13-19 year old women 6 % 11 % 9 % Worsening

HIV prevalence among 20-24 year old women 11 % 22 % 15 % Worsening

TB treatment success rate 58 % 69 % 75 % Good

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

Proportion of rural households with access to safe drinking water 45 % 80 % 80 % Good

Proportion of rural households with access to basic sanitation 15 % 21 % 50 % Slow

Freehold land 5 % 6.1 % 8.5 % Slow

Registered conservancies 0 % 4.9 % 10.9 % Slow

8. Develop a global partnership for development

Per capita overseas development assistance to Namibia (in US$) 130 60 90 Worsening



Development Context
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Namibia is one of the youngest and most stable 
democracies in Africa. The country gained 
independence on 21 March 1990, after more than 
a century of colonial oppression and prejudice. 
It is a large country of 824,000 km2, spanning            
1,440 km at its widest point and 1,320 km at its 
longest. The population stands at 1.8 million and 
is growing at 2.6 per cent annually. Close to 40 
per cent of the population is below 15 years of 
age. The urban areas of Erongo and Khomas, the 
latter of which includes the capital Windhoek, are 
growing rapidly due to emigration from rural areas. 
However, north-central Namibia remains the most 
populous area of the country, with the Ohangwena, 
Omusati, Oshana and Oshikoto regions accounting 
for more than 40 per cent of the total population. 
Namibiaôs rich and diverse culture is reþected in 
the 25 languages or major dialects spoken in the 
country.

International agencies classify Namibia as a lower 
middle-income country, with an annual average 
per capita income of around US$1,800. In terms 
of income alone Namibia performs quite well on 
a global scale, ranked 65 out of 175 countries. 
However, when using the Human Development 
Index, combining income with other capability 
measures such as health and education, Namibia 
slides 59 places to a rank of 124. To a greater 
degree than in most countries, income is a poor 
measure for development in Namibia. The country 
still bears the consequences of the economic and 
social infrastructures it inherited from the apartheid 
system of colonial South Africa. Inequality in the 
distribution of income and assets is among the 
highest anywhere (UNDP, 2003). 

The people of Namibia are also suffering from one 
of the severest HIV/AIDS epidemics in the world. 
About one in ýve pregnant women are infected 
with HIV and the devastating consequences of the 
epidemic are felt in every community. According to 
Ministry of Health and Social Services (2001) life 
expectancy in Namibia is expected to be nearly 25 
years lower by 2005 because of AIDS. On average, 
a person can expect to live only 40 years.

Namibia is generally hailed as one of the least 
corrupt societies in Africa and a beacon of social 
and political stability. At Independence the country 
adopted a multiparty system; today there are six 
political parties. The ruling party is the South West 
Africa Peopleôs Organisation (SWAPO), while 
a coalition between the Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance and the United Democratic Front forms 
the ofýcial opposition. National and regional 
elections are to be held in 2004, which will also see 
the people choose their new leader after founding 
President Sam Nujoma. 

Namibia is among the eight countries in the world 
who spend the highest share of GDP on public 
expenditure in education and is second only to 
South Africa in sub-Saharan Africa in terms of per 
capita expenditure in the health sector (UNDP, 
2003). Since Independence, the Government has           
pursued free-market principles to promote 
commercial development and job creation to 
bring disadvantaged Namibians into the economic 
mainstream. The economy has grown on average 
3.5 per cent per year in real terms in the decade 
after 1992 ï or just over one per cent per capita. 
This has not been sufýcient to create enough jobs, 
especially for the large number of youths who enter 
the labour force every year. According to Ministry 
of Labour (2002) youth unemployment is 40 per 
cent or double that of the general population.

Namibiaôs climate ranges from semi-arid to hyper-
arid. Rainfall varies from 600 mm annually in the 
north-east, to less than 10 mm in the Namib Desert. 
The country is endowed with rich natural resources 
such as diamonds, zinc, marine life and natural 
beauty, and these form the basis for the national 
economy. A large part of the population depends 
on small-scale agriculture for employment. 
Namibia is a small open economy, with close links 
to South Africa through trade, the Southern African 
Customs Union and the Common Monetary Area. 
The country is expanding and diversifying its 
trading relationships with Europe and USA. 

Source: Ministry of Health and Social Services, 2001

Life expectancy with and without AIDS (years)
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Eradicate 

Extreme Poverty 
and Hunger
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STATUS AND TRENDS

Poverty is a phenomenon of multiple dimen-
sions. Human poverty is about deprivation 
of the most essential capabilities, including 
leading a long and healthy life, being knowled-
geable, having an adequate standard of living, 
and participating in community life. It is about 
more than just lack of income; nonetheless 
income and money are extremely important 
for accessing basic amenities such as food, 
shelter and clothing. Using money as the 
measure of poverty in Namibia, a total of 38 
per cent of the countryôs households in 1993/
94 were found to live in relative poverty; and 
nine per cent were found to live in extreme 
poverty. A new survey is being ýnalised in 
2004 to assess progress in this area against 
the national targets; this survey will also reveal 
changes in Namibiaôs extreme historical 
inequalities.

In Namibia a privileged few have more than 
plenty, while the majority have very little. The 
most recent ýgures show that the richest 
7,000 people spend as much as the 800,000 
poorest: this makes Namibia one of the most 
unequal countries in the world. Eighty-ýve per 
cent of poor households are located in rural 
areas, making their living from subsistence 
farming, primarily in the northern and north-
eastern communal areas. Regions such as 
Ohangwena, Caprivi and Omusati are the 
worst off, but pockets of poverty are also 
found in the southern regions where income 
inequality is higher. 

The gap between average rural and urban 
incomes, and the perception of better job 
opportunities in urban areas, fuels emigration 
from rural areas to the countryôs major cities. 
This in turn leads to increases in urban poverty 
as well. Poverty is higher among historically 
and traditionally disadvantaged groups. For 
example, the per capita income in a household 
where the mother tongue is German is 23 
times higher than in a household where the 
main language is San. The per capita income 
in female-headed households is on average 
half that in households headed by a male.

CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES
Sustainable reduction in income poverty 
requires a two-pronged strategy, focusing 
on strong economic growth rates, as well 
as greater equality in the distribution of 
this growth. The key challenge for Namibia 
is to sustain real economic growth, with a 
deliberate bias towards the poorest and most 
vulnerable groups. Raising economic growth 
will require continued strengthening of the 
countryôs attractiveness as a destination 
for foreign capital, technology and tourism, 
and continued improvements in productivity 
across a more diverse range of industries and 
markets. To make economic growth pro-poor 
means focusing on job creation especially in 
the rural sectors and  improving access of the 
poorest to productive assets including credit 
and land. The Green Scheme and integrated 
agro-aquaculture programmes are some 
examples of current national initiatives.

GOAL 1
Eradicate Extreme
Poverty and Hunger

INDICATOR 1993/94 2003 2006 target
Progress 

towards target

Proportion of households living in relative poverty 38 % - 28 % Lack of data*

Proportion of households living in extreme poverty 9 % - 4 % Lack of data*

Gini coefýcient 0.70 - 0.60 Lack of data*

Sources: National Household Income and Expenditure Survey 1993/94 and NDPII, NPC. 

Note: A household lives in relative poverty when it devotes more than 60 per cent of total incomes to food expenses. Extreme poverty is when the 
household devotes more than 80 per cent of total incomes to food expenses.

* A new Household Income and Expenditure Survey will be ýnalised in 2004 which will update the income poverty ýgures.
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The HIV/AIDS epidemic is probably the single 
greatest challenge to human development 
in Namibia; it has severe negative impacts 
on the incomes of individuals, families and 
communities. For instance, AIDS-related 
illness reduces the ability to work, earn 
money or teach children essential farming 
skills, while at the same time there is a need 
for more money for medicine, food and, all 
too often, funerals. Breaking out of poverty 
becomes even more difýcult. A combination 
of recurrent droughts and food insecurity, 
the escalating HIV/AIDS epidemic, and 
high levels of structural poverty is severely 
affecting large areas of the country.

SUPPORTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT

Poverty reduction has been the overarching 
policy goal in Namibia since Independence. 
Vision 2030 envisages Namibia as a high-
income country, with equal access to productive 
resources and employment opportunities, 
that allows all Namibians a life well above the 
poverty level. The Poverty Reduction Strategy 
(PRS) focuses on: equitable and efýcient 
delivery of public services; agricultural 
expansion and strengthening food security; 
and strengthening non-agricultural and 
informal sectors. In implementing the PRS, 
the NPRAP identiýes programmes, projects 
and services that focus on poverty reduction 

in accordance with NDPII and the Public 
Sector Investment Programme.

Through the Medium-term Expenditure 
Framework and the annual budget, the 
Government seeks to promote poverty 
reduction by stimulating economic growth, 
investing in social sectors, and funding social 
safety nets, as well as through programmes 
and projects funded by the development 
budget. Namibia is one of the few countries 
on the African continent to maintain a social 
safety net for vulnerable groups such as 
senior citizens, orphans, people living with 
disabilities, and war veterans. Moreover, 
in 2003, the Government set up a national 
drought aid scheme, and allocated N$220 
million for general food distribution, food-for-
work programmes, and support to vulnerable 
children, pregnant and lactating mothers, the 
elderly and households affected by HIV/AIDS. 
The scheme targets a total of 640,000 people, 
about one third of the total population.

The Government remains committed 
to expediting the national land reform 
programme, using a range of means 
including state purchasing and resettlement, 
expropriation, and support through the 
Afýrmative Action Loan Scheme. The reform 
programme will continue in full accordance 
with the Constitution and through an efýcient 
and fair process of transparency, legality and 
dialogue.  
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Money is life
Festus has plans, big plans. He wants a house. He also 
wants to get married and have a family. But þrst he 
wants a job.

Work is what has brought Festus to Windhoek. He left his 
village with just enough money to get to the city.

òMoney is life; you canõt survive without money.ó

Home for Festus is Babylon location, outside Katutura, on the very edge 
of the city. He shares his home, a corrugated zinc shack, 10 metres by 
two, with four others.

Itõs very dark inside the house, as there are no windows or electricity. 
There is no ÿooring, just the ground beneath your feet. The kitchen is a 
small parafþn stove. When they canõt get parafþn, they use þrewood from 
the hillside; when there is no wood, then òyou sleep without eatingó.

PRIORITIES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
Å Market access and trade promotion to 

boost national production and exports, 
foreign exchange earnings, and economic 
diversiýcation. Foreign direct investment 
in priority sectors such as manufacturing, 
infrastructure, tourism, agriculture and 
ýsheries will not only create jobs and boost 
economic growth in the short term, but will 
also have longer-term impacts such as 
transfer of knowledge and technology. 

Å Access to cheap capital in terms of 
concessional loans and overseas 
development assistance in key development 
sectors remains necessary. Namibia may 
have a high national average income, 

but development partners must learn to 
acknowledge that income in isolation is 
not the most appropriate measure for 
development in Namibia.

Å Provision of technical assistance for 
institutional strengthening, and especially 
capacity building, is critical and will become 
more so as the devastating impacts of HIV/
AIDS on all sectors, the civil service and 
private businesses worsen.

Å Financial and technical assistance 
is needed to implement the national 
emergency relief programme for both food 
and non-food items, to bring immediate 
relief to the poorest and most vulnerable, 
especially those affected by the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic.
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GOAL 2
Achieve Universal
Primary Education
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STATUS AND TRENDS
Since Independence there has been great 
progress in making education free and 
accessible for all. The total number of learners 
in primary school has increased by 16 per 
cent; 92 per cent of 7-13 year olds, the ofýcial 
primary school age, are in school. Primary 
school enrolment rates in Namibia are higher 
for girls than for boys. Evidence from around 
the world tells us that educating girls is key 
to development as it leads to better nutrition 
in families, better health and more freedom 
and welfare. The effectiveness of Namibiaôs 
primary schooling system has also improved 
over the past decade. The survival rate or the 
share of Grade 1 learners that reach Grade 5 
has been increasing steadily, from 75 per cent 
in 1992 to 94 per cent in 2001. 

Generally, the survival rate for girls has been 
slightly higher than that of boys. However, 
despite the enrolment rates and improved 
efýciency of the primary schooling system, 
the literacy rate for 15-24 year olds has been 
stagnant. In 2001 a total of 89 per cent of 
youths aged 15-24 years old were considered 
literate, which is the same as in 1991. 
Generally, the literacy rate among 15-24 year 
olds is higher for females than males. As with 
enrolment rates, there are signiýcant regional 
disparities in literacy rates. For instance, in 
Kunene and Otjozondjupa, overall enrolment 
rates are less than 50 per cent and literacy 
in Kunene is just 57 per cent for those over 
15. A total of 81 per cent of all adults (above 
15 years) were considered literate in 2001 
compared to 76 per cent  in 1991.

Achieve Universal Primary Education
GOAL 2

INDICATOR 1992 2001 2006 target
Progress 

towards target

Net primary school enrolment 89 % 92 % 95 % Good

Survival rate for Grade 5 75 % 94 % 95 % Good

Literacy rate, 15-24 years 89 %* 89 % 94 % Slow

Sources: EMIS, Ministry of Basic Education, Sports and Culture; 2001 Census and NDPII, NPC.
Note: The 2001 net primary school enrolment rate has been calculated using the base population from the 2001 Census.

Sources: Ministry of Basic Education, Sports and Culture and NPC. 

Net primary school enrolment rate (percentage)
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CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

Since Independence, the Ministry of Basic 
Education, Sports and Culture has built many 
new schools to accommodate primary school 
learners. Despite improvements in access to 
better school facilities, drop-out rates are a 
cause for concern. Even though the reasons 
for dropping out at the primary school phase 
have not been fully investigated, indications 
are that poverty and hunger, and teenage 
pregnancy, play a key role. Furthermore, the 
impact of HIV/AIDS on education cannot be 
underestimated; for example, on teachers and 
their capacity to deliver quality education, and 
on young girls who are increasingly expected 
to tend the sick at home and earn an income. 

Although the policy framework is in place, 
greater effort is needed to provide quality 
education for children of marginalised groups 
such as the San, Ovahimba, farm workers, 
and those living under extreme poverty. 
Access to primary schooling among the 
poorest is limited by various factors, including 
availability of schools within reasonable 
proximity, the required contributions to the 
School Development Fund, as well as normal 
costs of attending school. Access may also 
vary during the year because of weather 
patterns. There is inequitable distribution of 
qualiýed teachers among the regions, as well 
as inequity in the provision of classrooms, 
textbooks and other school resources, 
although much has been done in an attempt 
to narrow the gap. For instance, in Kavango 
only about 40 per cent of schools are 
equipped with basic facilities such as water 
supply. While a small percentage of privileged 
children continue to enjoy a high standard of 

education, the majority of children in Namibia 
do not receive an education of such quality. 
Moreover, some research suggests that high 
expenditure on education has not translated 
into a corresponding improvement in learner 
outcomes, measured in terms of life skills, 
literacy and numeracy. Regional disparities 
regarding learner performance are also 
signiýcant. 

SUPPORTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT
Å Education is considered a key develop-

ment objective as reþected in Vision 
2030, National Development Plans and 
the NPRAP. 

Å Key sectoral policy frameworks are in 
place, including the Education for All 
National Plan of Action 2001-2015, and 
the policy document Towards Education 
for All by the Ministry of Basic Education, 
Sports and Culture, as well as the Early 
Childhood Education Policy and the 
National Policy on HIV/AIDS for the 
Education Sector.

Å The supportive environment and the 
Governmentôs commitment to education 
is reþected in the large amount of 
ýnancial resources allocated every year. 
The Government spends nine per cent 
of GDP and more than 20 per cent of the  
national budget on education.

Å The acheivements in the educational 
sector are based on a strong partnership 
between the Government, civil society, 
community and faith-based organisations, 
and to some extent the private sector.
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  Educating communities
Demetrius Dalla is a driven man. His life has a focus and contentment that 

many people would covet, and he has immense pride in his work.

òI want to improve the knowledge of my learners. I want them to become 
the leaders of this country in the future.ó

His world revolves around the 23 children of the tiny Himba community 
of Okau, in the remote Zebra Mountains. Dalla is Okauõs þrst ever 

teacher, bringing primary education to a part of the world that has 
never had it before.

The school is part of the Ondao mobile school project, which 
aims to provide access to education for marginalised children 
in the Kunene. 

For Demetrius Dalla the importance of providing primary 
education, despite the personal hardships involved, 
is not in doubt.

òUniversal primary education is a good idea. People 
now have knowledge ð and they can count. When 
they go to a shop, they donõt have to ask the prices 
ð they can read.ó

PRIORITIES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

The education sector in Namibia would 
beneýt from increased international donor 
assistance. The priority areas are:  

Å Support towards increasing the number 
of trained teachers to improve the quality 
of education, especially as the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic takes its toll on the availability of 
qualiýed teachers.   

Å Special support for orphans and 
vulnerable children, especially those 
affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Å Strengthening early childhood education.

Å Science and maths education, especially 
for girls.

Å Technical and vocational education and 
training.

Å Support for greater access to non-formal 
education for out-of-school youth and 
adults.   

Å Supply of Information and Communication 
Technology solutions in primary schools 
as tools and means for learning. 
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